We can never be certain of the action of mercury, on the system in general, till it has affected the mouth, and in this respect it is the best index to our practice.
As a particular objection to quicksilver, it has been frequently * Mr. Abernethy, whose accuracy of observation is unquestionable, iu liis Surgical Observations, Part 2d. p. 69, when treating of disorders of the digestive organs, remarks, that he has observed in some instances, wheretsmall doses of mercury have unexpectedly affected the mouth, that considerable benefit seemed to arise from this circumstance. In the same volume, p. 196, a case is related, which is so much to the purpose, that I take the liberty of giving it in his own words. " A servant of mine, says this gentleman, told me, that his wife was dying of a consumption, which had been rapidly increasing for six months, and had baffled all attempts to relieve it. Thinking that I could procure her some medical assistance from the hospital, I went to see her. The case, however, seemed passed hope. She was extremely emaciated, her pulse beat 140 in a minute; her face was flushed* she had a most distressing cough; and spit up more, than a pint of mucus, mixed with pus and streaked with blood, in twenty-four hours. 1 he circumstance, however, which most disturbed her, was a continual purging of black and offensive matter. She told me that the disorder of her bowels was tlte first disorder; that it had preceded the pulmonary affection, and indeed, that it was an habitual complaint. I thought it unnecessary to trouble my medical friends in so hopeless a case, and ordered some pills, containing one grain of opium, to be taken iu such quantity as was necessary to stop the purging. As she informed me that the disorder began in the bowels, I added to each pill half a grain ?f calomel. By these means the purging was so much checked, that she did not find it necessary to take more than two pills in twenty four-hours; and when she had taken twelve, the mercury very unexpectedly affected the mouth. , From that period, the stools became of a natural colour and consistence, the cough and expectoration ceased; and she was soon sufficiently recovered to go into the country on ttco diseased Actions at the same Time. quently urged that its use is highly injurious to the constitution.
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